. Geographic position and bottom depth (m) of sampling sites along the Western Mediterranean region, condition index (CI) and raw and adjusted trace metals levels (mg kg -1 d.w.) in caged mussel samples. Western Mediterranean sub-basins I= Alborán, II= North-Western, III= South-Western, IV= Tyrrhenian. The linear regression models (LTS-Software), after removing the ouliers, gave the following parameters (CI=condition index; R 2 =regression coefficient; Cp=critical probability): Lead: Pb = 0.021 * (1/CI) + 0.007; R 2 = 6.57; Cp = 0. 
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